CLASSIFICATION OFFICE DECISION 


Title of publication: 

The Tin Dmm 

Other known title(s): 

Die Blechtrommel 

OFLC ref: 

1100214.000 

Medium: 

DVD 

Director: 

Volker Schlondorff 

Producer: 

Franz Seitz 

Country of origin: 

Germany, France, Poland 

Language: 

German, Italian, Polish, Russian 

Applicant: 

Michael Duthie 

Classification: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is 
restricted to persons who have attained the age of 18 years. 


Excisions: No excisions recommended 

Descriptive note: Violence, sex scenes and content that may disturb. 

Display conditions: None 

Date of entry in Register: 15 April 2011 

Date of direction to 14 April 2011 

issue a label: 



Components 


Menu: 

Play Feature 

Select Scenes 

Audio Set Up 

Subtitle Set Up 

Theatrical Trailer 

Umbrella Trailers 


Feature(s): 

Die Blechtrommel 

135:48 

Timed component(s): 

Die Blechtrommel (Trailer) 

3:21 


My Life As A Dog 

3:12 
















Just A Gigolo 

4:12 


Open City 

3:48 


The Thief 

2:30 


Notices 

0:33 

Total running time: 


153:24 


Summary of reasons for decision: 

"The Tin Drum" is a DVD containing a black comedy/drama feature. The German feature is a 
cynical farce that trades on absurdity in order to critically examine human nature and history, 
particularly as it relates to a middle class Kashubian family’s experience of World War II. It is 
centred on the character Oskar, who at a young age chooses to halt his own physical 
development to avoid the adult world, a world that he sees as contemptible. He is shown having 
sex at the age of 16, while still having the appearance of a child. 

There is injury to the public good in the DVD’s unrestricted availability. The depictions of sexual 
activity, and the sexual references, are of a nature that will confuse and disturb children and many 
teenagers. Children will additionally be disturbed by the depictions of violence. There is a risk 
that teenagers’ attitudes, which are still developing, will be adversely affected by the violent, cmel 
and sexual material. Younger viewers are less likely to understand the blackly humorous and 
otherwise critical modes that the highly acclaimed feature adopts to look at history and society. 
Adults are more likely to have such awareness, and most will be able to understand the "The Tin 
Drum" in this context The publication is therefore classified as objectionable, unless its 
availability is restricted to viewers who are at least 18 years of age. An appropriate note is to be 
included on the classification label in order to warn viewers of sexual and disturbing content. 

This restriction interferes with the right to freedom of expression as set out in si4 of the New 
Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990. However, this limitation is demonstrably justified in a free and 
democratic society, given the likely injury to the public good if the DVD were available to 
children and teenagers. This limitation on its availability is the minimum restriction that can be 
applied in order to prevent likely injury to the public good. 



